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ABSTRACT

The environment is the provider of the crucial edats to satisfy the basic needs of human life. Kewerapid
development has set free a set of environmentatsssGlobal warming is the biggest threat and otistéacing the world
and in the path towards environmental sustainapilfodern societies struggle to find a balance leefwdevelopment

needs and environmental sustainability.
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INTRODUCTION

With the adoption of market-oriented policies ahd fctive participation of the private sector, tii@al economy has
achieved significant economic and social develognteignificant economic and social progress hasaeted a high cost
in the form of widespread degradation and depletbrour natural environment. The environment presidhe vital
elements to satisfy the basic needs of human ltifalso plays a crucial role in societies' ethiaaljgious, social, and
cultural values. Palmer (1998) adds political, eooit, technological, moral, aesthetic, and spititagpects to the
environment. Man is dependent on the basic bioldgigstems for their living, health, and enjoymehtife. Ecosystems
provide many services to humanity, such as reeneaind tourism. This diversity in nature indicates complexity of the
issues concerning natural resource managementy&eas services provided by the ecosystem includéepting water
and soil, nutrient storage, pollution breakdown afdorption, climate stability, maintaining ecosyss, and recovery
from unpredictable events. Ecological diversitgssential in the care of ecosystems. Any degradati@cosystems will
affect plants and animals and represent real thtedtuman life on the planet. The economy andrenwmient are closely
related. The input used in the economic activitylides labor, capital, and raw materials. The diqtion of natural
resources also goes up along with the economiwityctileading to its depletion. On the output siddong with the
economic goods, pollution is also an output. Albmamic activity requires natural resources andasse pollution,

imposing environmental costs.

Environmental costs include natural resource diggiepollution, and the breakdown of the life supgmystem of
our planet. Rising Population and urbanization, ammleased use of natural resources have giventaissvironmental
problems like loss of biodiversity and habitat destion, depletion and degradation of forest resesir marine resources,
air and water pollution, and waste disposal. Act@rdo World Development Report (1999-00), Econoigiiowth and
urbanization are closely related trends. Urbariratcreates severe environmental problems. Econagniavth,
urbanization, and environmental degradation arsetjorelated. Loss of crops and grazing land, diepieof the world's

tropical forests, species extinction, rapid humapyation growth, shortages of freshwater resoureesrfishing, habitat
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destruction, pollution, threats to human healtbpgl climate change, acid rain, and pressures erggmesources are the
ten main threats to the environment. There are rtfmaa six billion people globally, and it is incsiéeg by about 78
million people per year. The Population rapidly somes the once vast supply of natural capital,csibethe resources
of deep and rich agricultural soils, natural sosroé groundwater, and biodiversity (Nancy Kanba®9)9 The paper

analyses the impact of development on the enviromithe issues faced while pursuing environmentstiesnability.
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINAB ILITY

Sustainable development is a development procedstibets the needs of the present without any commipe on the
ability of future generations to meet their own deeEnvironmental sustainability is the rate ofensable resource
harvest, pollution creation, and non-renewable ueso depletion that can go on indefinitely. Witte tarrival of the
industrial revolution, technology, and innovatiomsgreased production became a way to become pmspeAdam
Smith, Ricardo, and J S Mill considered the proiuncof goods as the central idea of economics hacheed for a free
market to organize the production factors for ammius production. Modern economic thought is athualthe market
economy and its global domination. It is a facttthaarkets are hardly competitive, with monopoliesl aligopolies
around. Although Marxism emerged as a strong caticnarket economics, it gave importance to hunzdood without
paying much attention to natural capital. Keynesaanomics, which occurred amid the Great Deprassidhe 1930s,
looked to resolve the failures of the free markestem by government activity. It also brought GrBssnestic Production
(GDP) (sum of production, consumption, and investinas the best measure to assess economic grétehprimary
fault of the dominant schools of economic thoughthat it deals with distributing scarce resourae®ng competing
demands. Every resource is treated as capital amgpmduce marketable commodities. Henry Morgentrgued for a
dynamic world economy in which the people of evaaftion will be able to enjoy, increasingly, theitsuof material
progress on earth infinitelylessed with natural riches. The basic fact is teapurces are scarce and finite. Another issue

for economics is market failure and the inabilifyGDP to measure the actual state of society andauy.
DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT

The twenty years after the second world war wasarkneas the development decades. The developed tzsiatitained
affluence and high standards of living. More sigmifitly, newly independent countries like India emied upon rapid
industrialization to reach higher and higher lev@isconomic growth. The leaders had to devisev@&ldpment plan to
meet the financial expectations of its citizense Hmvironmental Kuznets Curve provided the thecakfustification. The
Environmental Kuznets Curve hypothesis gives arrted U-shaped relationship between different pafits and per
capita income. The environmental Kuznets curve ssiggthat economic development initially leads wegradation of
the environment to a certain level of economic dglowAfterward, a society begins to improve its tielaship with the
atmosphere, thereby reducing the levels of deg@addtievertheless, such a level seems almost uenalblie as the world
community faces significant environmental issuescluding Ozone depletion, Air pollution, Water pdibn,

Deforestation, E-Waste, Global warming, and clinektange.
THE CHALLENGE OF GLOBAL WARMING

Without a doubt, global warming is the biggest #trthat the world faces and the biggest obstackaénpath towards

environmental sustainability. A solution will bewduiful since it demands a fundamental change arsaient in how our
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society organizes. The other issue, especially ®@ztmpletion, is a relatively simpler one sincesipossible to substitute
chemicals that contribute to the issues with n&ss ltoxic ones. The main contribution to globalmiag has been the
addition of carbon dioxide to the atmosphere bynlmg fossil fuels mainly for energy. From a priméisociety, human
society has transformed itself into a high energgstiming one. The modern industrialized, urbanihégh consumption
societies were built on fossil fuel use. Develoed developing countries often clash over the isduerho should

significantly reduce the emission of carbon dioxiBeveloping countries put the onus on their dgwetbcounterparts,
raising equity issues. They claim that any considier reduction will affect their development praces Countries like
India, China, and Brazil expect to increase thaiissions rapidly to meet their development targatsther issue is the
presence of powerful interest groups and countviesse future depends on the continued and greateofufossil fuels.

Technical improvements made in the internal combaosengines have made automobiles fuel-efficienbwelver,

evidence shows that increased energy efficiencynaor@ wealth in society will only increase the gyedemand. Nuclear
energy is an alternative to fossil fuels sinceoési not emit carbon dioxide. However, the amoumnefrgy required for its
construction, mining, and enrichment of uraniunsignificant. Many nuclear power plants are requileét least double
the present rate of energy production, and nudlesion power is still in its infancy. The constriact of nuclear plants
takes time, and the cost of nuclear energy is hidite threat posed by vast amounts of radioactie¢ tored in many
nuclear plants is scary, considering the variousm$oof threat from terrorism along with the comatied issue of nuclear

waste disposal. Clean energy like wind, solar &l aire additional sources rather than game-chrange

Global warming will complicate the already existiegivironmental problems. Air and water pollutiondan
pressure on resources will increase with industdahsumption, and population expansion. All thisseles have to be
solved by a world becoming increasingly unequateirms of wealth distribution, income, and poweroléall warming-

induced climate change will create acute economicplitical instability in a globalized world.

Environmental movements triggered by Rachel Car$sitent Spring" is still active in engaging woreaders
and the public in the debates on environmentalegtan. The latest was the U.N. Climate Change €anice (COP21) in
Paris to resolve climate change and its adversetsff The Agreement( joined by 191 countries angbfgean Union), a
legally binding international treaty, gave longregoals to all countries, including a significamiduction in global
greenhouse gas emissions, to keep the global tetoperincrease to 2 degrees Celcius and to go alithdefforts to
reduce it further to 1.5 degrees Celcius. The camants made will be reviewed every five years.rapdrtant decision is
to provide developing countries financial supportéview countries' commitments every five yearsyjge financing to
developing countries to alleviate climate changsldbresilience and augment abilities to adapt limate effects. The
Agreement gives a platform for developed nationskimg with developing countries to tackle the effeaf climate change
efforts and create a framework for transparent todng and reporting a country's climate targetse Agreement gives a
long-lasting framework for a joint effort and isgaod beginning towards the ultimate goal of a mebzmissions world.

Implementation of the Agreement is also vital foniaving the Sustainable Development Goals (Rd¥sdkner 2016).
CONCLUSION

Human society is yet to find a suitable way to ted®ources from the environment less damaginglkndwledging that
some degradation is inevitable, the environmenk twierate it. The biggest challenge is to righfityesee the optimum

balance between the demands of society and themmaxienvironmental tolerance point. The problemamofdern
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societies are coming from how they have evolved iat modern progressive one which is urban, indasthigh
consuming, and high energy-consuming. The othes sidthis spectacular growth is the unprecedentat @mplex
environmental problems. Whether modern society @aer achieve environmental sustainability or istbe path to

achieving it remains to be seen.
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